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SEXISM — LANGUAGE AND ATTITUDES 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [9.16 pm]: Last week, sexism came up quite a few times in this 
chamber. I have certainly experienced it in this role having been spoken over, ignored, lied to, excluded and 
almost invisible in my office, and also having threats of blackmail made against me and having to pay for lawyers 
because of it. It has been quite the ride I have to say. I do not doubt that other women in this place have experienced 
similar things. When friends come to visit me from the Netherlands, they notice that women rate less here. It 
surprises them as they think of Australia as quite progressive. What of course is interesting, too, is that when 
we as women speak about it and use language to describe our experiences, men get very, very upset. Apparently 
the term “mansplaining” is offensive. Who knew? How dare women have words to describe a common experience! 
Members should hear some of the words men use to describe us and how those words can become part of the 
common vernacular very quickly. “Karen” is one of those words. It really is just another word that means witch 
or bitch. All women who now speak up about poor service can expect to be called a Karen, no matter how valid 
their point is. 
As women, we often do get poorer service that can be hard to quantify, but has now been shown with research in 
particular on how women with pain are treated versus how men with pain are treated. A case in point is when both 
an ex-partner and I had sciatica. I saw a doctor who advised me to take some Panadol and rest. My partner saw the 
same doctor and was offered anti-inflammatories, analgesics and an MRI for further investigation. This happened 
within a two-week period after my diagnosis. His pain was taken seriously and mine was not. 
This pattern of not being listened to has persisted not only medically, but also in other areas. When I went to buy 
a car recently, I asked three times to see the black one over there. I was shown similar cars but not the one I wanted 
to see. It was in a different part of the yard, so apparently it was inaccessible. No specific explanation was given. 
I left after I asked the third time because there was absolutely no point continuing the conversation. These things 
happen to women all the time. 
When a woman here points out when she is being mansplained to, I believe her. It takes a while for us to catch on 
when it happens, but once we see it, we cannot unsee it. Although men may not understand the strong response they 
receive in return, they should know that their comment is one of many comments. Their comment does not come 
to us on a clean slate; it accumulates with additions on a daily basis. 
Many men are entirely unaware that what they call mainstream culture is more aptly described as “male stream” 
culture. As women, we have our own culture, our own language and the common experiences of being seen as lesser, 
dumber and, more offensively, commodities that can be sold and exploited for our sexual and reproductive functions. 
Whilst our commodification is the norm in this society, we will never get to a stage of equality. It has struck 
me as odd for a while that we can linguistically obfuscate the hunt on innocent women as witch-hunts, distancing 
ourselves from the fact that these women were normal women, not guilty of any crime, yet persecuted for being 
born female. It is so much more palatable to dismiss those women as witches when, in reality, we are talking about 
the “women hunts”. 
When women describe their experiences, I believe them. 
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